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Maja Artandi, MD, FACP, is an Associate Professor at Stanford 
University in the Division of Primary Care and Population Health. In 
addition to being very involved with patient care, she is also the Assistant 
Director of the Stanford Internal Medicine clinic and the Co-director of 
Primary Care teaching for the Stanford Internal Medicine Residency 
Program. She was born and raised in Germany and completed her 
medical school at the University of Goettingen and two years of 
postdoctoral training at the Medical School of Hannover. She then moved 
to the United States to do a postdoctoral fellow ship in Cancer genetics 
at the Dana Farber Cancer Institute in Boston and at Stanford University. 
She completed her internship and residency in Internal Medicine at 
Stanford University and -after graduating- joined the Stanford University 
Internal Medicine faculty. One of her interests is primary care education. 

She joined the LEAHP Scholars program to deepen her understanding of health policy and 
advocacy with the goal to create a curriculum for the residents and students. 
 
 
 

Amelia Averyt, MD, MPH, is completing her fourth year of 
residency training in combined Internal Medicine and 
Pediatrics at Baylor College of Medicine and will begin 
working as a primary care physician for patients of all ages 
at Legacy Community Health, a federally qualified health 
center, in the summer of 2018. Amelia is a graduate of the 
University of Texas at Austin, the Baylor College of 
Medicine, and The Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health, where her public health studies focused on 
Social and Behavioral Sciences, Health Policy, and 
community-based participatory research. As a physician, 
she strives to provide quality healthcare to underserved 
population, and works to make improvements for her 
patients and the population at-large. Amelia continues to 

work as a volunteer physician with Casa Juan Diego, a free clinic in Houston serving an 
undocumented, uninsured population; she serves on committee for immigrant and refugee 
health with Doctors for Change a local health advocacy organization; and is a health committee 
co-chair for the Complete Communities - Third Ward, a city-funded organization charged with 
improving access to public resources for Houston's historically underserved districts. Her 
interests in health policy include increasing access to community-based primary care, 
addressing health disparities through incorporating consideration for social determinants of 
health across all policy, and empowering communities with the tools to advocate at the local, 
state, and national levels. 
 
 
 
 



Anders Chen, MD, MHS, is an Assistant Professor in the Division of 
General Internal Medicine at the University of Washington, and the 
Assistant Program Director for Health Systems for the Internal Medicine 
Residency Program. He practices primary care and HIV medicine at the 
Seattle VA medical center. He earned his MD from the University of 
California, San Francisco and completed his internal medicine residency 
at the University of Washington. He completed a general internal 
medicine fellowship at Johns Hopkins, including a Masters Degree in 
Health Economics from the Bloomberg School of Public Health and a 
Quality and Safety Fellowship at the Armstrong Institute. In his role as a 

clinical educator, he is interested in creating a comprehensive health system training that 
integrates quality and safety, health economics, and policy and advocacy, and promoting the 
efforts nationally to ensure all trainees have a foundation in health systems. His personal 
interests revolve around payment reform and primary care redesign. He joined the LEAHP 
program to gain additional understanding of the policy process, and additional skills and comfort 
in being an effective advocate. 
 
 
 

Jennifer Cowart, MD, is an internal medicine-trained hospitalist 
physician with formal education in quality improvement through the VA's 
Chief Resident in Quality and Safety (CRQS) program. She also 
completed a fellowship in Clinical Pharmacology and Hypertension. 
These subjects taught her the value of systems thinking and a 
population approach to healthcare. Her experience in both the private 
and public sectors of healthcare has showed her strengths and 
limitations of each as they work to improve healthcare access and 
quality for the population. She is going to use the LEAHP program to 
initiate a curriculum in policy and advocacy for the residents who train at 
her institution. She hopes to increase her knowledge of the US 
healthcare system in order to promote change for her own patients as 
well as at the population level 

 
 
Marshall Fleurant, MD, MPH, is an Assistant Professor of Medicine at 
Emory University School of Medicine in the Division of General Medicine 
and Geriatrics, Grady Division. Currently Dr. Fleurant is a Clinician 
Educator who oversees medical residents and medical students on the 
inpatient wards and is a clinical preceptor for medical students and 
residents at the Grady Hospital Primary Care Clinic. Starting in January 
2018, he is an assistant clinician lead physician for the primary care 
clinic at Grady Hospital. Dr. Fleurant’s main interest include improving 
health access and health disparities, preserving the safety net for the 
underserved, and strengthening the field of primary care. His 
publications include a contributed chapter in the book “Tectonic Shifts: 
Haiti Since the Earthquake,” and publications in JAMIA and Health 
Affairs on physician use of registries and incorporation of the electronic 

health record. He has also published work on the use of Balint Groups in Academic Primary 
Care to improve the work-life and reduce burnout in primary care. 
 
As an active member of SGIM, Dr. Fleurant lead the Minority in Medicine interest group and 
collaborated on Symposia focusing on racial bias, social injustice, and resilience in academic 



medicine. Locally, he has participated in volunteer campaigns and letter writing activities to local 
congresspersons, ACP advocacy day, and SGIM Hill Day. Dr. Fleurant hopes to use his 
experience and interest in underserved populations to affect policy and contribute to improving 
the quality of care given through primary of care while simultaneously improving the practice life 
for physicians who practice primary care 
 
Dr. Fleurant received his medical degree from Albert Einstein College of Medicine and 
completed his residency training at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital. He completed a 
general medicine fellowship at Harvard University School of Medicine and completed a Masters 
in Public Health at Harvard School of Public Health with a focus on Clinical Effectiveness. He 
has practiced as a Clinician Educator at Boston University School of Medicine and worked as a 
private practitioner at Kaiser Permanente The Southeastern Permanente Medical Group. 
 

Joseph Frank, MD, MPH, is a primary care physician and health 
services researcher at the VA Eastern Colorado Health Care System. 
He is a Core Investigator with the Denver/Seattle Center of Innovation 
for Veteran-Centered and Value-Driven Care and an Assistant Professor 
at the University of Colorado School of Medicine. He received his MD 
from Indiana University School of Medicine and completed residency at 
the Alpert Medical School at Brown University. He then completed a 
General Medicine fellowship and MPH at Brigham and Women's 
Hospital and the Harvard School of Public Health. 
 
His research focuses on the safe, effective management of chronic pain 
in primary care settings. He is currently supported by an HSR&D-funded 
Career Development Award to explore Veterans' views on tapering of 

long-term opioid therapy and to develop and pilot a team-based intervention to support tapering 
of long-term opioid therapy and engagement with non-opioid pain care strategies. 
 
His policy interests include advancing the quality and value of primary care services and the 
well-being of the primary care workforce. He is interested in advocating for policies that 
recognize the critical role of primary care providers and teams in health promotion, prevention 
and complex chronic disease management. Specifically, he is interested in improving access to 
the full range of evidence-based chronic pain treatments, substance use disorder treatments 
and other behavioral health services and to improving integration of these services in primary 
care settings. 
 

 
Blair Golden, MD, will serve as a chief resident in internal medicine at 
Northwestern for the 2018-2019 academic year. Following her chief 
year, she intends to pursue a career in academic general internal 
medicine with an emphasis on medical education and health policy. She 
grew up in Chapel Hill, NC and attended Yale College for her 
undergraduate training. Following college, she spent 2 years as a 
Teach for America corps member, teaching high school science and 
coaching debate on the southwest side of Chicago. She also worked as 
a consultant for McKinsey and Company. She had the opportunity to 
work on several projects examining the impact of health policy for 
McKinsey clients, which sparked her interest in this area. She attended 
medical school at the University of North Carolina School of Medicine. 
During her time at UNC, she was the recipient of the Perkins Burke 

International Fellowship, which she used to complete an internship at the World Health 



Organization in the Mental Health Policy Division. At Northwestern, she has become engaged in 
research on health services and medical education. Her recent research is focused on 
qualitative assessment of medical student experiences in primary care clerkships and 
understanding how student perceptions of primary care evolve throughout medical training. She 
has also completed a two year Medical Education Clinical Scholars program during her 
residency. Her interests in health policy are broad, and include issues around workforce 
sustainability and improving resident knowledge around the Affordable Care Act and patient 
access to healthcare. 
 
 
 

Susan C. Hirsch, MD, FACP, is a primary care physician and faculty 
member in the Division of General Internal Medicine at Northwell 
Health and Hofstra Zucker School of Medicine. 
She completed her undergraduate degree at Brooklyn College of 
CUNY and her MD degree from Cornell University Medical College. 
 
A busy practicing internist for 25 years, she is co-director of her 
faculty practice site. She initially worked as a hospitalist, and 
subsequently outpatient primary care. both faculty practice and 
residency practice responsibilities. She precepts in IMPACcT clinic, a 
HERSA-funded interdisciplinary training program. She is active in the 
Hofstra Medical School curriculum, precepting first year students in 

their communications course, in addition to shadowing in her office. She mentors both students 
and residents. 
She also works as an expert witness for malpractice defense cases. 
Susan attended Hill Day last year with Mark Schwartz, MD and was inspired by his knowledge 
and passion for advocacy. She subsequently formulated a new curriculum in Social 
Determinants of Health and Community Oriented Primary Care for residents and students. She 
has precepted Health Policy workshops with colleagues. 
 
Additional interests are single payer advocacy, improved access to care and social justice. 
A lifelong swimmer, she is married to an ID Physician and has 3 excellent sons. 
She looks forward to working with likeminded physicians to improve healthcare in these difficult 
times. 
 

 
Sudipta Mohanty, MD, graduated from the California State University, 
Los Angeles with a Bachelor's in Science and the University of Pittsburgh 
with a Doctorate in Medicine. She completed her residency training in 
Internal Medicine at the University of California, Riverside (UCR). She 
currently serves as the chief resident and primary care junior faculty at 
UCR. Her other professional interests include healthcare policy, 
advocacy, and expanding healthcare to underserved populations. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Sirisha Narayana, MD, is a clinician-educator hospitalist at the 
University of California, San Francisco. Having repeatedly witnessed 
patients struggling against a fraught healthcare system, Sirisha is 
active in promoting social and civic engagement among physicians. 
Her interest in the LEAHP program stems from her new role as a Co-
Director for the Social Medicine Core in the Division of Hospital 
Medicine, which aims to engage faculty and trainees in health 
advocacy, community engagement, care of vulnerable populations 
and diversity, equity, and inclusion efforts. She is also interested in 
the intersection of ethics and advocacy, and she serves on the ethics 
committees for both UCSF and SGIM. Furthermore, Sirisha spends 
much of her academic time wearing various teaching and 
educational leadership hats in the School of Medicine, internal 

medicine residency program and the Hospital Medicine division. She leads efforts to improve 
resident and faculty medical decision-making through longitudinal patient follow-up and self-
directed feedback.  
 
Sirisha attended undergrad at Stanford University, medical school at Northwestern University, 
and the University of Washington for residency and a chief residency/clinician teacher fellowship 
before wandering back home to the San Francisco Bay Area. 
 
 

Amirala Pasha, DO, MS, is an Assistant Professor at George 
Washington University where he practices as an academic general 
internist and is completing the final year of his law degree (JD). He is 
the assistant clerkship director for the core third year Primary Care 
Clerkship and directs the school's Longitudinal Primary Care Clerkship. 
He actively participates in teaching and supervising residents as well as 
medical students in their preclinical and clinical years. He also serves 
as a volunteer faculty at the school's student-run clinic, providing 
primary care to the region's underserved population. 
 
After completing his medical degree at the University New England, he 

completed his residency in Internal Medicine at Oregon Health and Science University. He holds 
a master's degree in Biomedical Engineering from the University of Southern California and a 
bachelor's degree in Mining Engineering from the University of Kentucky. 
 
His academic interests include health systems, health reform, health law and policy education, 
medical education system and bioethics. 
 
 



Latonya Riddle-Jones, MD, MPH, is an Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Internal Medicine, Division of Internal Medicine and 
Pediatrics (Med-Peds), at Wayne State University in Detroit, MI. In 
August 2017, she took on the role of Medical Director for Corktown 
Health Center, Metro Detroit's first LGBT focused health center. 
Corktown Health Center provides comprehensive services for all 
patients, especially those living with HIV. Latonya is also the Associate 
medical director for the Tri-County Breast and Cervical Cancer Control 
Program, BCCCP, which provides breast, cervical, and colon cancer 
screening, diagnostic, and treatment to uninsured and underinsured 
women in Metro Detroit. Latonya's passions are preventative care, 
advocacy, health literacy and medical education. She loves to travel 
with her husband and two children, and wine tasting! She will start 

work on her MPH this summer. 
 
 

Michi Yukawa, MD, MPH, is a geriatrician and a clinician educator at 
UCSF. She is a medical director for the skilled nursing home for the 
San Francisco VA Medical Center where she collaborates with 
interdisciplinary team members to care for older veterans. She is one 
of the coaches for UCSF medical students through the Bridges 
program. Her interest in health policy and advocacy is two-fold. She 
would like to be able to teach medical students/residents/fellows how 
to do health care advocacy. She would like to gain skills to do 
advocacy for geriatric patients whose needs are increasing and 
funding for their care is decreasing. 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


